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Council  Offices, 

School  Lane, 

Buckingham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Buckingham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1948. 

The  birth-rate  shows  a decrease  compared  with  1947,  but  is 
slightly  more  than  the  rate  for  the  County  and  is  the  same  as  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death-rate  shows  a satisfactory  decrease  over  the  previous 
year,  but  is  still  higher  than  the  general  rate  for  the  County  and 
England  and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  also  shows  a decrease  compared 
with  the  previous  year  and  compares  favourably  with  that  for  the 
rest  of  England  and  Wales,  but  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  the 
County. 

In  the  sphere  of  Infectious  Disease  there  was  a big  increase  in 
the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  and  measles  early  in  the  year. 
This  was  part  of  a general  increase  over  the  whole  country. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  a mild  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  which  started  amongst  school  children  attending  one  of  the 
schools  in  Buckingham  The  first  cases  occurred  in  September  and 
due  to  the  close  contacts  at  school  and  in  the  school  buses,  cases 
occurred  in  increasing  numbers.  Throat  swabs  of  all  the  children 
attending  the  three  schools  in  Buckingham,  and  also  of  the  staffs, 
were  taken  and  also  specimens  of  the  dust  from  school  floors  and 
furniture.  ‘Carriers”  were  excluded  from  school  for  a short 
period  and  treated,  control  swabs  being  taken  before  they  were 
permitted  to  return  Lo  school. 

Due  to  measures  taken  by  the  staffs  of  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District  Councils  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Oxford  Laboratory, 
who  gave  us  every  help  and  advice,  the  outbreak  was  controlled  by 
December.  In  all,  there  were  52  cases  notified  of  which  35  were 
located  in  the  Rural  District  area.' 

With  the  exception  of  'J'ingewick,  it  is  disappointing  to  note 
that  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  proper  sewage 
disposal  plants  in  other  villages.  If  the  Ministry  continue  to  adhere 
rigidly  to  their  “ yardstick  ” it  is  obvious  that  villages  such  as 
Thornborough  will  never  get  a sewage  disposal  plant.  What  a pleas- 
ant thought  in  this  modern  age  of  social  reform,  atom  bombs,  etc.  ! 
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I should  like  to  congratulate  the  members  of  the  Council  on 
the  keenness  with  which  they  are  continually  putting  pressure  on 
the  Ministry  in  these  matters  and  hope  they  will  continue  the 
good  work 

Lastly  I should  like  to  record  another  year  of  very  pleasant 
co  operation  with  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Floyd,  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  their  staffs. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Daniel  H.  Waldron. 


A.  Vital  Statistics. 

1947 

1948 

Area  (in  acres) 

54,543 

54,543 

Population 

7644 

7970 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

2364 

2445 

Rateable  Value 

33,522 

^32,957 

Rate  per  £ 

17/10 

16/4 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 

145/ 15/10 

£ 140/3/7 

Births  : 

Legitimate — Males 

79 

70 

,,  Females  ... 

68 

73 

Illegitimate — Males 

9 

7 

,,  Females  ... 

8 

2 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

21.4 

17.9 

„ „ ,,  (-Bucks)  ... 

20.1 

17.5 

,,  ,,  (England  & Wales) 

20.5 

17.9 

Deaths — Males 

59 

57 

,,  Females 

49 

53 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

14.1 

13.8 

„ „ „ (Bucks)  ... 

11.3 

9.6 

,,  ,,  (England  & Wales) 

12.0 

10.8 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

,,  „ (England  & Wales) 

1.17 

1.02 

Infantile  Mortality  : 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births 

36.5 

34.9 

Ditto  for  Bucks 

30.8 

26.8 

Ditto  for  England  & Wales 

41.0 

34.0 

Still  Births  

5 

4 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

n 

II 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

M 

n 
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1947  1948 


incipal  Causes  of  Death: 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Influenza 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

3 

- 

3 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cancer 

7 

6 

J3 

7 

10 

17 

Diabetes 

i 

- 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

8 

1 1 

*9 

5 

I I 

l6 

Heart  Disease 

12 

16 

28 

1 9 

7 

26 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

I 

i 

2 

- 

- 

- 

■ Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

3 

8 

I I 

Pneumonia 

i 

I 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Digestive  Diseases 

I 

- 

1 

- 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  Causes 

2 

3 

O 

5 

3 

1 

4 

Violence 

4 

- 

4 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  Causes 

1 1 

7 

18 

1 2 

7 

19 

Totals 

59 

49 

108 

57 

53 

1 10 

B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  investigation  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Oxford,  as  in  previous  years.  Specimens 
for  qualitative  and  quantative  analysis  had  to  be  sent  to  London. 

2.  Ambulance  Services. 

These  continued  as  in  1947  but  a different  grouping  of  Motor 
Ambulances  has  been  proposed  and  will  be  implemented  in  1949. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases. — The  ambulance  from  the  North 
Bucks  Joint  Isolation  Board  conveyed  cases  to  the  Slade  Hospital, 
Oxford,  Isolation  Hospital,  Aylesbury,  and  the  Grove  Fever  Hospital 
at  Linslade. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  Cases  and  Accidents. — The  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  British  Red  Cross  Ambulance  stationed  at 
Buckingham  have  dealt  with  the  needs  of  the  district  in  a most 
conscientious  manner. 

3.  Nursing  Facilities. 

The  District  Nurses  in  the  Buckingham  Rural  Area  carried 
out  their  duties  in  their  usual  conscientious  manner. 


4.  Clinics. 
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(a)  Child  Welfare  Centres. — There  are  seven  Centres  now 
serving  the  District.  They  are  located  at : — 

Buckingham  (twice  monthly).  Tingewick  (twice  monthly). 

Calvert  (once  monthly).  Twyford  (once  monthly). 

Steeple  Clavdon  (twice  monthly).  Winslow  (twice  monthly). 
Thornborough  (once  monthly) 

The  District  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  attended  each  session 
and  the  Medical  Officer  attended  once  monthly. 


These 

Centres  have 

done  very  good 

WOI 

k and  the  following 

table  gives  an 

indication  of  the  results  achie 

ved 

— 

No.  of 

Children 

Total  No.  of 

who  first 

Children 

attended 

who  attended 

Total 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  and  on 

during  vear 

Attend- 

Exam- 

times 

times  first 

and  at 

ances 

inations 

Centre 

M.O.  attendance 

end  oj  year 

by  all 

by 

opened  attended  were  : 

were  : 

Children 

M.O. 

Under  i Over  i Under 

QJ 

> 

O 

Buckingham  .. 

24 

12  89  7 

43 

96 

974 

I 2 I 

Calvert 

12 

1283 

4 

38 

203 

78 

Steeple  Ci.aydon  ...  24 

12  31  10 

30 

87 

867 

D6 

Thornborough 

12 

12  5 10 

5 

?7 

I 20 

1 16 

Tingewick 

24 

12  13  T 2 

h 

44 

309 

125 

Twyford 

12 

12  19  7 

13 

43 

243 

82 

Winslow 

23 

12  22  3 

2 I 

59 

620 

■93 

Total . . 

...  131 

84  187  52 

I29 

384 

3338 

871 

I should  like  again  to  emphasize  the  excellent  work  done  by 
the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committees  who  give  such  valuable  assistance 
at  the  Centres. 

(b)  Immunization  Clinics. — Immunization  against  Diph- 
theria and  also  Whooping  Cough  was  carried  out  at  all  the  above 
Centres.  In  addition  a special  Immunization  Clinic  was  held  once 
monthly  at  the  Bucks  C.C.  Clinic,  19,  Stratford  Road,  Buckingaam. 

(c)  Chest  Clinic. — This  was  organized  during  the  year  at 
19,  Stratford  Road,  Buckingham.  The  clinic  holds  monthly  sessions 
and  is  now  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  is 
equipped  with  a X-Ray  plant  and  is  doing  excellent  work. 

(d)  Orthopcedic  Clinic. — This  clinic  is  organized  by  the 
Wingfield-Morris  Hospital,  Oxford.  It  holds  two  sessions  a month 
at  the  Town  Hall,  Buckingham,  and  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends 
alternate  months. 

(e)  Venereal  Disease. — Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  in  the 
district  have  received  treatment  at  the  Government  Clinics  at 
Oxford,  Northampton  and  Aylesbury. 
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5.  Hospitals. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases.  — Cases  were  accepted  by  the 
following  hospitals  during  the  year: — 

Slade  Hospital,  Oxford. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

Grove  Fever  Hospital,  Linslade. 

(b)  Tuberculosis.  — Cases  were  treated  at  the  Berks  and 
Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard. 

(c)  General  Hospitals.  — General  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  following  hospitals  during  the  year: — 

Buckingham  Hospital. 

Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Tindal  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 


C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

The  Bucks  Water  Board,  of  which  your  Council  is  a 
constituent  authority,  continued  to  supply  every  parish  with  water. 
Negotiations  have  been  in  progress  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
a mains  extension  from  East  Claydon  to  Verney  Junction  via 
Sandhill,  but  approval  has  not  yet  been  given  for  this  to  be  carried 
out.  The  analysis  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  in  this  particular 
area  have,  in  a number  of  cases,  found  to  be  contaminated. 


(a)  Quality — Satisfactory. 

(b)  Quantify— Satisfactory. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  on  main  supply  ...  ...  1848 

Number  of  population  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  6474 

(d)  Samples  taken  from  other  than  main  supply...  ...  19 

Samples  found  upon  analysis  to  be  unfit  ...  ...  12 


In  all  cases,  where  upon  analysis,  water  has  been  found  to 
be  unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  informal  action  was  taken  with  the 
owners  of  the  property  concerned  to  provide  a wholesome  supply. 

The  following  table  shows  the  parishes  with  a main  water 
supply,  together  with  the  population  supplied,  the  total  number  of 
dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of  dwellings  served  by  main  supply. 
The  discrepancy  between  the  latter  is  latgely  accounted  for  by 
isolated  farms  and  other  premises  not  on  the  line  of  main. 
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Parish 

Total  No. 
of 

Dwellings. 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
supplied. 

Population 

supplied. 

Addington 

29 

2 I 

74 

Adstock  ... 

91 

6S 

238 

Akelev 

105 

80 

280 

Barton  Hartshorne 

19 

9 

3 2 

Biddlesden 

27 

'5 

53 

Beacnampton 

52 

4' 

'44 

Charndon 

93 

89 

3 1 2 

Chetwode 

30 

22 

77 

Edgcott 

38 

29 

102 

Foscott 

15 

14 

49 

Hiliesden  .. 

54 

43 

1 5“ 

Leckhamostead  ... 

59 

4' 

'43 

Lillingstone  Davrell 

47 

6 

2 1 

Lillingstone  Lovell 

42 * 

l6 

56 

Luffield  Abbey  ... 

I 

- 

- 

Maids  Moreton  ... 

119 

102 

357 

Marsh  Gibbon 

'57 

I 28 

448 

Middle  Clavdon  ... 

56 

24 

84 

Poundon  ... 

'9 

'9 

67 

Preston  Bissett  ... 

76 

43 

'5' 

Padburv  ... 

'43 

1 26 

44' 

Radclive-cum-Chackmore 

64 

55 

'93 

Shalstone  ... 

45 

17 

6)0 

Stowe 

84 

48 

168 

Steeple  Clavdon  .. 

3 ' & 

273 

956 

Tingewick 

260 

220 

770 

Thornton... 

22 

12 

42 

Thornborough 

i4o 

95 

333 

l'urweston 

66 

35 

123 

Twvford 

124 

89 

3' 2 

Water  Stratford  ... 

33 

18 

63 

Westburv  .. 

80 

50 

'75 

2506 

1848 

6474 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  water  courses  and  streams  throughout  the  district  are 
still  polluted  by  drainage  effluent.  Most  of  these  exist  in  villages 
that  are  without  main  sewerage  and  although  constant  attention  is 
given  to  the  cleaning  out  of  these  water  courses,  they  are  a potential 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  at  large.  Adequate  disposal 
arrangements  for  sewage  would  obviate  to  a large  degree  such 
pollution. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Part  of  the  Tingewick  Scheme  (Contract  No.  l)  involving 

the  laying  of  1000  yards  of  sewer  was  completed  during  the  year 
and  thus  obviating  the  pollution  of  the  roadside  ditch  which  has 
occurred  for  many  years  past.  Negotiations  have  been  completed 
with  the  Ministry  of  Healih  for  Contract  No.  2 to  proceed  and  it  is 

hoped  that  this  will  be  commenced  early  in  1949. 


Inquiries  have  been  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during 
the  year  into  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  at  Adstock, 
Twyford  and  Marsh  Gibbon.  In  the  latter  case,  the  Council  are 
being  pressed  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  because  of  the 
pollution  of  a stream  within  the  Thames  Water-shed. 

Little  progress  has  been  made  relative  to  the  sewering  of 
Padbury  and  Thornborough.  It  would  appear  that  the  Ministry’s 
yard  stick,  i.e.,  ^120  maximum  per  property,  is  holding  up  com- 
mencement of  the  latter  scheme.  Under  these  circumstances,  there 
is  little  likelihood  of  ever  having  sewerage  in  this  village  owing  to 
its  straggly  nature,  for  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  axe  the  cost 
of  such  a scheme  without  leaving  out  parts  of  the  village.  The 
stream  that  runs  through  the  centre  of  the  village  is  heavily  polluted 
with  sewage  and  whilst  the  Ministry  are  fully  aware  of  the  potential 
danger  to  health,  the  yard  stick  is  applied  most  rigidly;  this  reduces 
what  virtually  is  a public  health  matter  into  a financial  one.  The 
position  is  not  an  easy  one  and  whilst  the  Council  are  fully  alive  to 
the  difficulties,  a little  more  active  help  from  Ministerial  quarters 
might  allay  any  feeling  of  frustration  that  might  exist. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Council’s  Consultant 
Engineers  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  modernization  of  the  disposal 
works  at  Westbury,  which  are  now  obsolete. 

4.  Water  Closets. 

No  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  although  private 
individuals  have  done  work  of  this  nature  to  various  properties. 

5.  Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  the  quarterly 
collection  of  tins,  bottles,  etc.,  was  made  by  the  hiring  of  a vehicle. 
This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Council’s  own  lorry  was  completely 
broken  down.  A new  refuse  collecting  vehicle,  a Harrier — 10  cubic 
yards,  was  delivered  at  the  end  of  March  and  put  into  immediate 
operation. 

With  the  advent  of  the  new  vehicle  the  whole  scheme  of 
collection  was  revised  and  a schedule  drawn  up  whereby  refuse  is 
collected  from  all  homes  throughout  the  district,  once  monthly.  At 
the  same  time,  the  revised  scheme  provided  for  the  collection  of  all 
types  of  household  refuse. 

The  scheme  has  worked  well  and  householders  in  general 
are  pleased  to  have  a more  frequent  service. 

The  Council  are  using  tipping  facilities  at  Calvert  on  land 
owned  by  the  London  Brick  Company  and  also  to  a small  extent, 
on  land  at  Leckhampstead.  The  former  tip  is  one  that  will  last  for 
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years  and  no  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  in  the  future  regarding  such 
facilities.  A system  of  semi-controlled  tipping  is  in  operation, 
whereby  the  surface  of  the  tip  is  covered  by  a layer  of  top  soil. 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  a number  of 
cesspools  and  sewage  tanks  within  their  area.  This  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  contract  and  is  done  with  the  aid  of  a inechanical 
suction  type  cesspool  emptier,  which  gives  hygienic  emptying  with 
the  minimum  inconvenience  to  the  residents.  Work  of  this  nature 
has,  in  the  past,  been  carried  out  by  hand  pump  and  tumbler  cart. 

A scheme  for  the  emptying  of  all  cesspools  by  direct  labour 
was  considered  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  but  this  was  left  in 
abeyance  owing  to  the  small  number  of-  cesspools  throughout  the 
district  which  would  require  service  and  the  relative  cost  of  the 
scheme. 

The  collection  of  salvage  in  conjunction  with  the  Refuse 
Collection  Scheme  has  proved  successful  and  a financial  asset  to  the 
Council,  apart  from  contributing  towards  the  National  Salvage 
Campaign.  During  the  year,  18  tons  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard, 
etc.,  and  8 tons  of  scrap  iron  were  collected,  realising  for  the 
Council  £\03. 

6.  Schools. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
other  schemes  for  the  modernization  of  the  existing  sanitary 
arrangements  are  contemplated.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  some 
of  the  village  schools  are  still  somewhat  primitive  in  character. 

7.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Rural  District, 
but  an  adjacent  public  school  gives  facilities  for  the  use  of  their 
private  pool  to  rural  residents  during  out  of  term  times.  This  pool 
is  part  of  an  existing  lake  sited  within  the  school  grounds. 

8.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  during  the  year. 

D.  Housing. 

The  Council  have  been  very  active  with  regard  to  the  building 
of  new  houses  duting  the  year  and  although  the  completion  of  such 
houses  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  one  would  like  to  expect,  neverthe- 
less good  work  towards  this  end  has  been  achieved.  Other  houses 
are  still  under  construction  and  the  placing  of  additional  contracts 
has  been  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  continuity  of  the  building 
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programme.  There  is  still  a rather  large  waiting  list  of  applicants 
for  houses,  but  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  end  of  1949  the  majority  of 
the  more  urgent  cases  will  have  been  housed. 

A fair  proportion  of  the  waiting  list  is  composed  of  applicants 
living  in  unsatisfactory  houses  and  requiring  re-housing.  A start 
on  a Slum  Clearance  Programme  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  near 
future  otherwise  the  Council  will  be  in  the  position  of  having  already 
re-housed  a tenant  for  an  unfit  house  and  having  to  do  the  same  for 
another  tenant  under  a Slum  Clearance  Scheme. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  during  1948,  other 


than  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  erected  by  Local  Authority  . ..  58 

Number  under  construction  at  end  of  1948  ...  . ...  ...  64 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  unfit  for  habitation  ...  5 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  signed 

to  render  the  premises  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  signed 

that  the  premises  owned  would  not  be  re-let  for  habitation  3 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which  a Demolition 

Order  was  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


The  conversion  of  hutments  on  the  Finmere  Aerodrome, 
previously  used  by  the  R.A.F.,  was  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
has  provided  temporary  living  accommodation  for  families.  These 
hutments,  although  giving  temporary  accommodation,  have  distinct 
drawbacks,  especially  in  the  winter  time.  The  occupants  find  it 
very  difficult  to  keep  the  hutments  warm,  owing  to  the  flimsy 
construction  of  the  walls  and  roofs,  and  during  the  damp  weather 
experience  a fair  amount  of  condensation.  The  Council,  will  no 
doubt,  have  to  give  consideration  to  the  re-housing  of  these  tenants 
in  more  suitable  accommodation  when  available. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  survey  of  houses  in  the  district  as  recommended  by  the 
Hobhouse  Report  continued  during  the  year  and  a total  of  702 
houses  has  now  been  inspected  in  various  parishes  and  categorised 


as  follows : — 

Category  1 .— Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects  ...  ...  60 

,,  2. — Houses  having  minor  defects  only  ...  ...  160 

,,  3.— Houses  requiring  structural  alterations  or  repairs  223 

,,  4.— Houses  suitable  for  re-conditioning  ...  ...  67 

,,  5.  — Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  requiring  demolition  192 


During  the  survey,  one  case  of  overcrowding  was  found. 

The  Defence  (General!  Regulations,  1939. 

Two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to  enable  owners 
of  two  houses  on  which  a Clearance  Order  is  in  force  to  temporarily 
use  the  premises  for  habitation. 


Building  Repairs  and  Licences. 

Repairs  to  houses  have  proceeded  fairly  satisfactorily  during 
the  year,  but  there  is  still  leeway  to  be  made  up  in  this  respect. 
The  easing  of  the  licensing  restrictions  in  July  helped  greatly,  but 
there  is  still  a shortage  of  labour  for  this  type  of  work.  During  the 
year,  149  licences  were  issued  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  dwelling 
houses. 


E.  Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I beg  to  submit  a brief  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  my 
Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 


General  Survey  of  Inspections  and  Visits  during  Year. 


Total  Number  of  premises  visited 
Complaints  received 

Informal  notices  served... 

Statutory  notices  served 

DoS 

86 

69 

3 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Producers  on  Register 
Inspections 

Number  of  new  applications 
Contravention  of  Regulations 
Improvements  carried  out 

-49 

63 

4 

I 2 

II 

The  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during 
the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations;  Order,  1936 
and  1938,  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designations  : — 
“ Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ..  ...  ...  2 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Food  condemned  during  the  year  include  the  following  : — 


Fish  . ...  ...  . . . . 70  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 ,, 

Tins  of  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

„ Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ Fruit  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Beans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Contraventions  to  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  1 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  above 
and  all  complaints  received  have  had  attention. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  12 

Factories  without  „ ,,  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  to  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Form  562  completed  and  submitted  to  all  concerned. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Number  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Nuisances  found  to  exist  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  abated  . ..  ...  . . 2 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  carried  out  ...  1521 

Total  number  of  Rat-infested  areas  cleared  ...  ...  124 

Drainage 

Number  of  new  drains  examined  ...  ..  39 

Number  of  visits  for  that  purpose  ...  ...  ...  57 

Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit. 

Register  of  Petroleum  Licences  (December,  1948) : 

500  gals,  or  less  . ...  ...  ...  17 

Over  500  gals,  but  not  more  than  1000  gals.  ...  4 

Over  1000  gals.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  23 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  Disinfections  ..  ..  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  42 

Housing  and  Building  Bye-Laws. 

Number  of  Plans  deposited  for  new  houses  ...  16 

Number  of  Plans  deposited  for  other  works  ...  ...  83 

General  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 

Other  Classified  Visits. 

Housing  visits  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  69 

Housing  visits  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  73 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Visits  re  Drainage  and  Sewerage  ...  ...  ...  130 

Visits  re  Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  30 

Visits  re  Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  108 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

General  Nuisances  ...  ..  ...  8 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ..  ...  . 6 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ..  8 

Foul  Ditches  and  Ponds  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 


J.  C.  SHARPE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

1.  General. 

There  was  an  increase  in  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in 


the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  the  last  four  months  there  was  a 
mild  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Schools. 

2.  Notifications. 

M.  F. 

TOTAL 

Measles 

6o  56 

I l6 

Pneumonia 

1 3 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

13  22 

35 

Whooping  Cough 

20  2 2 

42 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

2 

3.  Cancer. 

Seventeen  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease. 


4.  Tuberculosis. 

Two  persons  have  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

There  have  been  6 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
and  2 of  non-pulmonary. 


Daniel  H.  Waldron, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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